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and a Million Orphans el

Rwanda is located in Central Afri ca. Due to its undulating UGANDA

terrainit is known as fithe | and orhe
country is the size of  Massachusetts and has 7 million
inhabitants. In 1994 Rwanda was devastated by civil

war between the Tutsis and the Hutus. This resulted in
genocide in which 1 million people were murdered.

Many people fled the country. Seven years later the

country is still recovering from the deep wounds result -
ing from this disaster. ;
Many widows and orphans have been left behind with - i
out any source of income and without hope of a better

future. According to the UNICEF office in Rwanda there

are more than a million orphans in the country. The high
proportion of orphans has roots in the genocide of 1994.

Since the genocide, increasing numbers of children are eIt b
being orphaned as a result of HIV/AIDS. In Rwanda it is
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common to see older children raising younger ones by
themselves. Please visit our website (www.helpachild.us ) toview the shortfim , A Hel p A Chi
about Uwera and her sisters in Rwanda and Anky Rookmaaker (the founder of Help A Child) in the early days.
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Poverty

Help A Child works with a partner
organization called the Bamporeze
Association in the Rulindo district of
Rwanda . There are 494 villages in
the district in which approximately
300,000 people live.

More than half of the inhabitants of
this area are extremely poor.

As is the case all over Rwanda, this
area was severely traumatized by the
civil war. Many children became
orphans. A large percentage of the
population is infected with HIV/AIDS. . .
Most of the people  try to earn a living W Orklng on a SO|Ut|0n
from small -scale agriculture. Often

they are unable to grow even enough

to feed themselves.  Agriculture is In the north of Rwanda the Bamporeze Association s striving
virtually the only economy in the to improve the living conditions and build up the resilience of

entire district. Many children are the inhabitants of this district. Education is at the forefront of
forced to eke out a living on the this initiative . Children must have the opportunity to go to school.
land without help from adults. Vocational training is offered t
There is a need for agricultural too Is attended school in the past. Agricultural development and

and supplies as well as training in improved healthcare are also major components of this project.

skills related to farming.




Goals for 2011

The following goals have been set for this year

the train ing of atleast 30 teachers in order to improve the quality
of education.

60 teenagers who havendt had the chance t

will receive vocational training

A microcredit program and/or tools of the trade will be offered to
those who successfully complete a vocational training program. This will
enable them to either start their own business or work for someone else.
People are also being trained to work as intermediaries between the
labor market and the teenagers completi ng the program.

34 villagers will be trained to improve their agricultural production
skills so that they can earn more income from their land.

the organi zation of small farmers into at least 4 self -help groups in
which they can benefit from saving together to start small businesses

Eli zabeth (24) from Rwanda:

0 live with my husband in the hill country, near

mother have a small plot of land on which they grow crops.
we have almost always been poor .Since

on the land . We could never afford to go to school
thankful for the

Il 6m very

to where my parents live

. My father and
Even though they work hard

| 6ve
traine

was very young
.Now I d&dm being
chance tha

Building Blocks

Please consider supporting this project by
supplying one or more of the building
blocks listed below. You can also make a
general donation to this project by

designating your <check

Don ate a packet of schoolbooks

$6

Give a teenager tools of the trade:
$75

Offer vocational train

$ 380

in g to a youngster:

About Help A Child:

Help A Child is a Christian development
organization, working in 14 countries in

Asia and Africa. We strive to help children
who have little or no chance of a dignified
existence. We derive our inspiration from
the Bible, where in the gospel of Matthew
Jesus says:

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord,
when d id we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?

When did we see you sick or in prison and go

to visit you?' "The King will reply, 'l tell yo

the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for

me.' (Matthew 25: 37 -40)




