
 

"If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him,  
how can the love of God be in him?" (1 John 3:17) 

 

DROUGHT IN EAST-AFRICA 
 

 
 

The lack of rain combined with violent conflict in Somalia has caused hundreds of thousands to leave their homes 

in search of safe refuge at camps in Ethiopia and nearby Kenya. Over the past year, temperatures have been on 

the rise and rain has been nearly nonexistent. Even for this notoriously dry climate, the current conditions are so 

extreme that this has been declared the worst drought East Africa has seen in 60 years. The lack of rainfall has 

created a water shortage in the area, leaving the land too dry to grow crops for food. Cattle and other livestock 

are dying of dehydration and malnutrition. According to a recent report, food prices have quadrupled in the area, 

making it increasingly challenging for people to adequately feed themselves and their families. The United 

Nations recently reported that 2 million young children across the Horn of Africa are malnourished and urgently 

need lifesaving actions.  



This combination of extreme drought and war has created an enormous stream of refugees. More than 110,000 

Somali refugees have fled to the Dolo Ado transit camp in the south of Ethiopia. In the over-crowded refugee 

camps surrounding Dolo Ado, 1,600-2,000 refugees arrive each 

day. Many have had to walk days or even weeks to reach their 

destination. They make this desperate journey trying to escape 

the ravages of drought and civil war. They arrive at the camps 

malnourished, dehydrated and exhausted. Some have had to 

abandon their dying children by the side of the road. These 

camps are in urgent need of humanitarian aid such as food, 

water, shelter and medicine. Help A Child works with partners in 

this area who are supplying aid to those in need. We also have 

partners in Kenya and Ethiopia who are giving desperately 

needed assistance to the drought victims. 

If you are able to help us provide relief to 

those affected by this disaster please check 

the “African drought” designation on the 

enclosed reply card and mail it back to us with 

a check or money order. You can also donate 

via credit or debit card at our website: 

www.helpachild.us   

 Your donation will help us in this emergency 

effort to provide food, water, shelter and 

medical assistance. Thank you!  

  
Help a Child is a non-profit Christian development organization active in Asia and Africa. We provide aid to disadvantaged 
children, families and villages in 14 different countries. The aid comes in the form of 5 basic programs which Help A Child 
administers: child & family sponsorship, education, career training, HIV/AIDS prevention & patient care and emergency & 
disaster relief. Please visit our website for more information. 
 

Help A Child phone: 215-352-3217 websites: www.helpachild.us 
P.O. Box 203 email: info@helpachild.us www.facebook.com/helpachild.us 
Flourtown PA 19031 
 


